CHAPTER  XVI

PROBLEMS   OF   THE   CARIBBEAN

As the acquisition of the Philippines made all
Far Eastern questions of importance to the United
States, so the investment of American millions in
a canal across the Isthmus of Panama increased
popular interest in the problems of the Caribbean.
That fascinating sheet of water, about six hundred
miles from north to south by about fifteen hun-
dred from east to west, is ringed around by the pos-
sessions of many powers. In 1898 its mainland
shores were occupied by Mexico, British Honduras,
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Co-
lombia, and Venezuela; its islands were possessed
by the negro states of Hayti and the Dominican
Republic, $nd by Spain, Prance, Great Britain,
Holland, and Denmark. In the Caribbean had
been fought some of the greatest and most signifi-
cant naval battles of the eighteenth century and,
when the canal was opened, across its waters would
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